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So long, regardful of thy quiet rule,

Shall Fancy, Friendship, Science, smiling Peace,

Thy gentlest influence own,

And love thy favourite name.

It is almost surprising to realise that this poem is
unrhymed. It is one of a handful of English lyrics
which succeed perfectly without rhyme. Another is
Tennyson's Tears, Idle Tears. One other short poem,
written in 1746 after the battle of Fontenoy, shows
in how delicate and individual a manner Collins
managed the formal lament.

How sleep the brave, who sink to rest,
By all their country's wishes blest!
When Spring, with dewy fingers cold,
Returns to deck their hallowed mould,
She there shall dress a sweeter sod
Than Fancy's feet have ever trod.

By fairy hands their knell is rung ;
By forms unseen their dirge is sung;
There Honour comes, a pilgrim gray9
To bless the turf that wraps their clay ;
And Freedom shall a while repair
To dwell a weeping hermit there I

Gray and Collins both wrote few poems, almost all
of which were of high quality. They have been much
argued about, as coming at the end of the Augustan
tradition of poetry and heralding the Romantic Re-
vival : but, scholastic questions apart, their poetry
lives because it is, in Gray's own words, " pure, per-
spicuous, and musical.93